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Claims 
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Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-13 — _ ■ 
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Claims 
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Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1 -13 . 
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Claims . - — 
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The following documents have been cited in the International 
Search Report: 

Dl: US, 5,027,349, A 
D2: WO, 97/20405, A 

D3: Barath T. et al "A Simple Data Link protocol for High- 
Speed Packet Networks", Bell Labs Technical Journal, January 
1999, pp. 85-104 

D4: Bohm C. et al, "The DTM Gigabit Network", Journal of High 
Speed Networks, vol. 3, 1999, pp. 109-126 
D5: US, 5,936,942, A 4- 

The documents cited in the International Search Report 
represent the prior art. The claimed invention stated in 
claims 1-13 is not considered to be anticipated by these 
documents. None of the documents or any relevant combination 
of them reveal a method and device for transferring 
information in a communication network as described by these 
claims . 

According to the arguments stated above, the invention claimed 
in claims 1-13 is novel, considered to involve an inventive 
step and have industrial applicability. 
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(57) Abstract: The present invention relates to a 
method and a device for transferring information 
in a communication network, in which control 
information for controlling the operation and 
payload of the network is conveyed separately in 
respective channels which are each defined by one 
or more time slots allocated in a recurrent frame 
and each comprising an established number of n 
bits. According to the invention, each of at least the 
dme slots which define channels conveying payload 
traffic is associated with a respective additional 
bit which is used as a flag to indicate whether 
control information exists as regards the time slot 
associated with the respective additional bit The 
control information in itself, when said additional 
bit indicates the existence thereof, is conveyed as 
at least some of the n bits of the time slot associated 
with said respective additional bit. 
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